Cutaneous necrosis associated with the lupus anticoagulant.
Extensive cutaneous necrosis of the limbs with sudden onset was observed in 3 women suffering from benign systemic lupus erythematosus. All 3 had a circulating anticoagulant and a positive venereal diseases reference laboratory test without anticardiolipin antibodies. They were successfully treated with pulse methylprednisolone therapy and plasmapheresis. The necrosis-lupus anticoagulant relationship is discussed due to the absence of another possible etiology for cutaneous necrosis and the latter's histological aspect, i.e., thromboses of the dermal and hypodermal vessels without vasculitis. This cutaneous necrosis resembles that observed in congenital protein C deficiencies and favors the hypothesis of interaction between the lupus anticoagulant and the protein C-S complex.